SOHLEY ON THESTAND

The Admiral Testifies as to the
Part He Took in the Bat-
tle of Santiago.

NARRATION OF A HISTORICAL EVENT,

fnteresting Account of the Engage-
ment From the Time of Its Be-
ginning Until the End.

scenes Before Cienfuegos Depicted and
ihe Situation on His Arrival Off
santiago Narrated by the Dis-
tinguished Witness,

Washington, Oct. 25. — Adm. Schley
rsday took the stand in his own be-
it the court of inquiry, which is in-
cating his conduct as commander-
ief of the flying squadron during.the
g0 campaign. He was summoned
w minutes after the court convened
clock for the afternoon session, and
when the court adjourned at 4 o'clock, he
;pparently had gotten well under way in
is testimony.
e admiral then in answer to his coun-
roceeded to give a careful and de-
rrative ot all the events of the
) paign up to the battle of Santiago.
He had not reached the stage of his tes-
t v where he will tell of the battle,
the court adjourned for the' day.
n the court adjourned for the day
the spectators pressed forward
yk the admiral’'s hand.
1 commodore,” the admiral be-
sponse to Mr. Rayner’'s request |
rrative of the campaign, “and !
d to command the flying squad-
m the 28th of March, 1898, and served
the 20th day of June, of the same
in that capacity.”
had taken command of the squad-
at Hampton Roads, Va., hoisting his
n the cruiser Brooklyn. After re-
the organization of the squadron
» Virginia port, he said that he had
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n 1 of |

called the commanding officers of the
sels  constituting that squadron to-

and then added:

plan of the campaign was thresh-
1 I put the squadron immediately
a war footing, established pickets

: patrols and also the
ights."”

“During this time I explained to all the
e nding officers that as it would be
ble to contrive
would meet

masking of

a plan of battle
unforeseen contingen-

the general plan of the squadron
would be to cruise in line of battle and
its general principle would be to attack
the head and leading vessels, concéentrat-
ng the fire upon them in order. first, to
1in the moral effect, and second, to

ow them into confusion, making a vie-
r them probably very much more
ful and complete. I did that for
ison that the older plans of battle
1 been to attack centers and rear,
ting in the escape usually of a part
each squadron. I felt that the attack
the head of a squadron, which was to
some extent new, would involve the de-
struction of the whole fleet, and that was
the general plan of action as explained
to them on that occasion.”

v 12 or 13 he received orders from
retary of the navy to proceed to
ston, 8. C. The squadron arrived
on the 16th and found orders from
secretary directing him to proceed to

-
of

the
Key West and report to Commodore Re-

mey for further instructions. He went to
the Florida port at a 12 knot speed, that
beiy the highest all the vessels of the
squadron could make. The squadron at
the time consisted of the Brooklyn, Mas-
sachusetts, Texas, Scorpion and Sterling,
the latter being a collier. The admiral
sald the Sterling was lost sight of the

first night out and he never saw her
again until he met her off the south side
of C"uba. The flying squadron arrived at
Key West on the 17th, the admiral
thought, and on the next day he went
ashore to pay his respects to Commo-
dore Remey, after having saluted his
flag. Continuing his narrative, the ad-
miral said:

“Whilst there the commodore showed
me a telegraphie order from the honora-
ble secretary of the navy directing me to
proceed with all dispatch to the block-
ade of Havana. He also showed me a
number of other dispatches, the purport
of which, I remember, but the contents
I do not. I hastened off on my way to
the ship in the afternoon. I thought I
saw the New York approaching. At all
events, when I got en board, determining
to go at once off Santiago, the flagship
had arrived and salutes were exchanged.
I went on board to pay my respects and
algo to talk over the situation with Adm,
Sampson. I found that the admiral was
very much worn and necessarily so, be-
cause his responsibility had been very
great. Bl

“He showed me a number of orders.
Among them was one which stated that
4 division of the two squadrons had been
decided upon, one for the north and the
other for the south ceast of Cuba, in
which he was given the preference of
command. The order, if I remember cor-
rectly, stated that under any circum-
stances I was to remain with my com-
mand, and I asked him which of the two
stations he 'would take, and he said he
proposed to hold the Havana or north
one. He also told me that whichever
side I went on to remember that they
were very heavily fortified and that his
confidential instructions, which he deliv-
ered to me verbally, were that we were
not to risk our battleships against the
fortified places of the coast until after
the Spanish squadron had been disposed
of. My recollection now is that he told
me it was at Curacoa. The impression
left on my mind was that it was some-
where in the Venezuelan gulf and that it
was supplied with ammunition and stores
destined to Havana, and that was un-
doubtedly the point it was to reach. He
sald his information was that the orders
of the Spanish fleet to reach Havana or
some point in raidlroad communication
with it were imperative and that he be-
lieved and thought that Cienfuegos would
be the point, as that came under the ac-
ceptation of the order more directly. We

ked over maps, and I must say I

with him.

eed
“I told him that I had been ordered to
report for duty to Adm. Remey and that
I imagined necessarily meant himself, and
that 1 wanted to assure him at the out-
set that I should be loyal, absolutely and
mreservedly, to the cause we were both
representing. Capt. Chadwick, who was
present—I do not remember whether all
the time or not—said: ‘Of course, com-
modore, any one whor has known your |
character, would know that it would be |
impossible for you to be otherwise than |
loval.” I asked the admiral if there had |
been established any means of communi-
cation with the insurgents, whether there
were any pilots or whether any locality
Wwas known where they were to be found.
He told me that he did not know, but
that when he got the situation better in
hand he would communicate with me,
but that he thought it would be better |
for me to start as early as we could get |
away and blockade Cienfuegos. I then !
went aboard my own flagship In order |
10 hasten the operations of coaling. !
Whilst there, the Algonquin came out,
bearing an order from the secretary of
the navy, through Commodore “Remey,
directing me to go off Havana. 1 sig-
Nalled to the admiral to know whether
Or not he understood my orders were to |
20 off Havana. He replied by signal that |
e understood that his coming to Key
Vest modified my orders and that I
should be prepared to carry out the or-
Gers we had agreed upon in the after-
noon. 1 do not remember whether that
Was on that afternoon or in the morn-
ir but it was before I left for Cien-

"

luegos,
The next move of the present squadron
Was from Key West to Clenfuegos, Cuba,
and the admiral told how, as the com-
Mmander-in-chief of that squadron, he had
the vessels coaled, so that at 7 o'clock or
> o'clock on the morning of May 19 all
the ships of the ﬂeet’rl?i'smed t,;xeir backs
i was done under
aer-in-chief,

failing to point out as
}hat in m,po 4 * the adr

I have the sit

| adivees
| patch referred to was the “Dear Schley”

I will writa {mm give you any in-
formation tha n?uu itself.’" The first
event of note on the voyage toward Cien-
fuegos occurred, Adm. Schley said, after
he had been out from Key West three or
four hours. It was then that he had met
Capt. McCalla in charge of the sub-
squadron with the Marblehead at its
head, which had been doing duty on the
Cubaxs coast near Clenfuegos, whither
the commodore with his flying squadron
was bound. McCalla had sent the Eagle
to communicate with the flying squadron.
Adm. Schley also mentioned that the
Sgorplon had been sent to intercept the
Eagle for the purpose of securing what-
ever information she might bring. “After
a little,” he =ald, ‘‘the Scorpion returned
and reported through the megaphone, I
think, identically as is reported in his
log, which was all the information he
gave us. The Eagle afterward passed
close enough to the Brooklyn to hail her
by the, megaphone and repeated that
there was no news. I was on the quar-
ter deck. The thing seemed to be almost
burned into my mind, but after what I
have heard, I begin to think that may be
I was mistaken.”

Adm. Schley placed his arrival off Cien-
tuegps at near midnight of May 21. He
told “of hearing guns early that evening
while still 30 or 40 miles distant from the
Cuban port. “The fact of hearing these
guns was undoubted, so much so that
the officer of the deck spoke of it. I hap-
pened to be there at the time.”

He said that the fleet stopped for the
rilght ten or twelve miles off shore off
';.lenfuegos and that he had sent the
Scorpion ahead of the fleet as a patrol
and that toward daylight on the follow-
ing morning, May 27, all the ships had
steamed in close to the harbor entrance.

“My recollection now is,” he said, “that
we went within a mile and looked at the
harbor, but owing to trees and other ob-

structions it was impossible to see into | v
smoke | saving that he had not considered the

the harbor. I never saw any

and if he did leave I could not imagine
he would try to pass inside of me. I es-
timated, of course, he would pass to the
southward. My course as projected would
have of course gone to China if there had
béen no islands in the way.”

The admiral then told how upon reach-
ing a point southward from Santiago
about 4 or 5 o'clock in the afternoon of
May 26 he- had encountered the scout
boats.

At this point the admiral entered upon
another defense of his course by saying:

“I was on the south side of Cuba, of
course, invested, I thought, with entire
regponsibility. I was not in communica-
tion by telegraph. I did not know that
we had secret agents in Havana. I did
not know that there were any means of
communication with the insurgents. If
that were known I would have known
also, because I was acting in an entirely
independent capacity, I may almost say.
1 could not besreached by telegrams, and
a good deal I did had to be left 0 guess-
ing. Some times I guessed right and
some times I guessed wrong, and I sup-
pose, in the light of recent events, we are
liable to do that.”

The admiral then referred to the inci-
dent of" Capt. Sigsby coming aboard the
Brooklyn from the scoutboat St. Paul.
He said:

*“I do not helieve that he is capable of
stating what is not true. In this in-
stance his recollection is at fault and not
his veracity. I said to him: ‘Captain,
have you got the dons here? He said to
me: ‘No, they are not in here. I have
been in very close.” I do not know but
what he said ‘sketching,” but he certain-
ly s=aid, ‘They are not here, they are only
reported here.” 1 said to him, ‘Have any
of the other vessels seen them, the Yale
or the Minneapolis?” He said, ‘No, they

have not. They have sured me so." "
Adm. Schley explain his retrograde
movement, so-called, to the westward,

stacks and I was a very close watcher | economical aspect of this step, as the

on deck, generally from 8 o'clock in the | economical

morning until 12 or 1 o’clock at night.
There was scarcely a circumstance of any
Kind that escaped me.”

The admiral said that after this in-
spection of the harbor he had taken a po-

|}
|

sition with the fleet three or four miles |

out.

At 9 o’clock of the evening of the 22d
the torpedo boat Dupont arrived with
from Adm. Sampson. The dis-

letter. Referring to this dispatch the
witness said:
“I did not remember the fact until

features could never be ta-
ken into consideration in military move-
ments. He had, he sald, made careful
inquiry as to the coal supply of the vari-
ous ships and had turned over in his
mind the question of their endurance in
battle. *I was,” he said, “thinki=s over

{in my mind that a sceadsen in its coal-

ing endurance, or at least in its speeding
endurance, was equal only to its weakest

| member, just as the speed of a fleet de-

| pends

upon its slowest vessel; that it
would be necessary to equalize as nearly
as we could the standards of steam in

{ order to be of effective use as a unit, and

within the past few months because there |

was duplicates of that letter, but I now
recall from the fact that I sent the Scor-
pion to the eastward in obedience to the
injunction contained in that letter to com-
municate with the scouts about whose
presence off Santiago I was very uncer-
tain, as I think the admiral was on ac-
count of orders having been sent direct-
ing them to proceed in the direction of
the Spanish main to look for the squad-
ron. The admiral was not certain wheth-
er they had got back, nor was I.
fore, I sent the Scorpion east and that
fact fixed the receipt of that letter.”

Coming to the blockade off Cienfuegos
the admiral explained the formation of
his fleet there, saying that the steaming
which had been mentioned in the logs
was for the purpose of overcoming the
effect of a current which set directly into
the bight. He said the ships were con-
stantly setting into the breach and were
obliged almost every. hour to steam for
a mile or two. “And that,” he said, ‘‘ac-
counts for a good deal of what is stated
in the logs about steaming. We were
closer at night, and that’’ he said em-
phatically, “was the rule of the squadron
always; we were closer at night at both
Cienfuegos and Santiago. The idea of
keeping the squadron in formation dur-
ing the night or in line of battle ready
for any emergency was never abandoned.”

At this point Adm. Schley digressed for
a moment to refer to the conversation
he had had with Adm. Sampson before
leaving Key West, which he said had in-
duced the belief that the Spanish squad-
ron’s objective was Cienfuegos.

The admiral then related the particu-
lars of the visit of Lieut. Wood, of the
Dupont, to him, on board the Brooklyn
when the Dupont arrived off Cienfuegos.
He said that Lieut. Wood was in a pitia-
ble condition of exhaustion because of
his arduous duties on a torpedo boat.
The admiral related how Lieut. Wood
had handed him the dispatch and added:

“I think he did me injustice when he
spoke of my speaking disrespectfully of
Adm. Sampson as Capt. Sampson. I used
no such term. There was no reason why
I should have done so.”

The admiral said that the Hawk ar-
rived about 8 o'clock on the morning of
May 23. This vessel, he said, had brought
the dispatch from Adm. Sampson, which
is designated as No. 8. This is the dis-
patch in which the commander-in-chief
notified the commander of the flying
squadron that the Spanish fleet probably
was at Santiago, and directed him, *“If
satisfied that they are not at Cienfuegos
to proceed with all dispatch to Santiago.”
The witness said he had received dupli-
cate coples of dispatch No. 8, and said
he identified the copy brought by the
Hawk as the first received by marginal
notes which had been made on the copy.

The admiral referred to a memorandum
from the Dolphin published in the appen-
dix to the report of the chief of the bu-
reau of navigation as follows:

“The Hawk has just reported from Ci-
enfuegos with dispatches from Schley.
Hood says a good number of the officers
don't believe the Spaniards are there at
all, although they can only surmise.”

“That,”” remarked the admirai, “would
go to indicate that Mr. Hood was not
very certain in his own mind, or if he
had brought any verbal instructions to
me, that he failed to report the fact to
the commander-in-chief. Mr. Hood got
into the anchorage I think some time
about 8 o'clock. The Adula did not get
into the anchorage at Cienfuegos before
10 or 11 o'clock. Lieut. Hood did not
board that ship in my presence. She had
already been boarded. If he boarded the
Adula and got this news and failed to
deliver it to me, then he committed an
indiscretion, for I was the senior officer
and he did not know what I was going
to do with her, and I should have been
very glad to have had his information.”

Adm. Schley said that on the night of
the 23d he had seen three horizontal lights
to the eastward and to the westward of
the harbor of Cienfuegos. ‘“The one to
the eastward,” he said, “was in the moun-
tains and I should say ten miles from the
coast and certainly 50 feet up. The oth-
ers to the westward were about five or
six miles in on the beach but back of it
on the highland.”

He said- that while the squadron lay
off Cienfuegos the winds were fresh and
there was quite a rolling swell to the sea.
In this connection Adm. Schley referred
to the fact that he had not been informed
that there was any system of signals for
communicating with the insurgents and
he said that he did not know that there
were any ‘insurgents to the westward of
Cienfuegos. Continuing on the subject
of coaling Adm. Schley adds:

“*After we got hold of colliers we were
very much better fitted to resist shock
as well as to deliver this coal rapidly.
Perhaps, with the later experience of the
war, I might have coaled on days with
worse weather. We had a good many
accidents about which no mention has

| been made because they came after the

period of time. One of the colliers had
to go to New York absolutely smashed

n.
Adm. Schley testified that he heard for
the first time the code of signals ar-

-

{ ranged for communicating with the Cu-

bans on the morning of May 24. He sent
Capt. McCalla ashore on the 24th. He
came back and reported that he thought
the enemy was not at Cienfuegos. An
hour or two had then, the witness said,
been consumed in the preparation of dis-
patches including a dispatch to be sent
to the secretary of the navy, and about
6 o'clock the squadron steamed to the
south. “I think,”” he said, “that we fi-
nally got under way between 7 and 8§
o'clock on a course of about southeast.”

Speaking of the weather conditions on
the night of the 24th, after the squadron
had got under way, the admiral said that
he remembered that the night was a
dark one and the sky lowering. It was
rainy squalls, he said.

Schley spoke of the weather on the 25th
as rough for the smaller ships.

Coming to the 26th, Adm. Schley said
that the weather was still rough, and he
related the incident of sending Comman-
der Southerland away with the Eagle.
“He did not.” the admiral said, *“‘insist
upon coaling his_ ship use it would
have been absurd, impossible.

‘“We continued on’' an easterly
as my orders conte : :

| cautio

There- |

diately into the
4 with the g

that determined the westward move-
ment."”

Adm. Schley again referreéd to the un-
manageable condition of the collier Mer-
rimac, saying that no prudent comman-
der would have sent a ship alongside of
ner., “It was a risk that would have
been too great and a danger .that would
have been tco imminent,” he said. *“I
felt that my judgment was better than
that of any one else, because I was on
the spot looking at the scene and charged
with that responsibility which makes one
usually conservative. Therefore I did
not do it, and I coaled at the earliest mo-
ment when it was practicable.”

Referring to the arrival of the Harvard,
the witness spoke of the discrepancy in
the report of the information which Cap-
tain, now Rear Admiral, Cotton, of that
vessel, had brought aboard the Brook-
lvn. He said that the dispatch that Capt.
Cotton had brought aboard had said that
the department's advices indlcated that
the Spanish fleet was at Santiago.
“Capt Cotton said he delivered a dis-
patch to me from Adm. Sampson stat-
ing that they were there. That dispatch
never reached me. I never saw it. I
never heard of it until the other day.

Discussing again his dispatch to the de-
partment concerning the department’s or-
ders, the admiral said: *“If my reply to
the telegram of the secretary of the navy
is not on record, I would like to put it
there in the terms I sent it, because I
wrote it in English, gave it to Capt. Cot-
ton, asked him to turn it into cipher and
confirmed it afterwards in a letter to
the department, which was received. The
dispatch is here and has been in the de-
partment for nearly three years. I do
not believe for one moment that in the
translation of it there was any intention
to mutilate it, but I .think in the choice
of words which were not exactly of the
same meaning the dispatch did not get
to the department entirely as I intendéd
it should. Upon this dispatch is based
the charge of disobedience of orders. I
contend that there was no disobedience
of orders. There would have been diso-
bedience of orders if I had abanfloned
my station, but having returned to the
station without other direction and hav-
ing found that the department's informa-
tion was correct, I hold that I did not
disobey orders and I think that dispatch,
read and interpreted as sent will relieve
that charge.”

Washington, Oct. 26.—When the Schley
court of inquiry adjourned Friday Adm.
Schley had not comgleted his testimony
in chief. He took the stand about 11:30)
o'clock, after former witnesses had been
recalled for the purpose of making cor-
rections in and additions to their testi-
mony, and continued his statement until
the court adjourned at 3:40 p. m. until
Monday. This adjournment, 20 minutes
in advance of the usual time, was due
to the fact that the admiral's throat
has become somewhat sensitive as a re-
sult of his continuous talking Thursday
and Friday.

Adm. Schley began his description of
the battle of Juily 3 at 2:30 o'clock.

**On the morning of July 3 the day broke
beautifully. The skies were fleeced with
white clouds and the breeze continued
a little bit longer off the land that morn-
ing than usual. After I had eaten break-
fast 1 came up to take ‘a survey of the
situation with glasses. We were lying
at that time possibly three miles or
a little bit over from the land, and I
wondered very much why they had per-
mited us to remain so close. It was a
matter of constant inquiry and discus-
sion on board, and especially why the bat-
teries did not fire on us. At a quarter
ot 9 my orderly reported to me that sig-
nal had been made from the flagship
to disregard her movements and that
she had gone eastward. I did not, of
course, know she had gone.

“I came on deck with my glasses, after
having gone below for a little while, and
whilst I was sitting abaft on a hatchway,
I heard a call from the forward bridge,
‘tell the commodore that the fleet is com-
ing out’ That was some time after the
men had been celled to quarters, about
9:25 o’clock. The ship at that moment
was lving with her head in toward the
land in the direction of Cabanas, which
was a little cove to the westward, and
one of the marking points we used in
maintaining our positions. I looked over
the starboard side and saw the enemy
coming out of the entrance of the har-
bor. 1 then looked eastward to see the
order of the ships, and 1 saw the Texas
apparently a point or more abaft the
starboard beam. My own recollection now,
as near as I can state it, is that the
ship’s head was near nor-norwest. The
Texas appeared to me to be heading on
some of the easterly courses. To the left
of her was the Iowa. She was, jof course,
to the eastward of the Texas. * The Ore-
gon was to the the eastward of the Iowa.
The Indiana was eastward of that po-
sition, and the Gloucester was lying in
under the land, I thought. in the neigh-
borhood of Aguidores. The New York
was out of sight of signal distance
with glasses. I looked at that in order to
determine what my position in the ac-
tion was to be. If the vesscl had not
been out of =ight, T should not have made
a signal. The moment I saw that, I
went forward onto a little platform. I
had constructed upon the battle tower
as my position in the battle in order
to be very close to Capt. Cook. I had
only been there a moment or two when
Capt. Cook joined me. In the meantime
Mr. Hodson, who was on the upper
bridge, sang out something to the cap-
tain about being connected up and all
ready. and he at the same time said to
me, ‘Commodore, they are coming right
at us.’

“well,’* I said, ‘go right for them.’
The helm was put aport. The ship was
started ahead, first at perhaps half
speed, I do not recollect. She took her
way very quickly, and when we headed
around, I said to £Lapt. Cook, ‘Go ahead,
full speed, and hoisted signal to clear ship
for action. We generally made ehat sig-
nal because there was around the quart-r
deck and the forecastle of most of these
ships a little temporary ralllng composed
usually of oars and rope to keep people
from falling overboard. Generally an
awning of some sort was up. That signail
was followed by ‘Close up for close ac-
tion." The Brooklyn, as well as the other
vessels of the saguadron, charged imme-
;ntranoe
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to pieces that would be our best point
to attack. They continued on this course,

rting and  sta ng to meet the
movement of the leadl ship, which I
assumed to be the flagship with a flag
on her masthead. 1 suppose from the
time we started we were ten to 12 minutes
turning, first with port helm and then ad-
vancing direct to the enemy. I saw the
ships to the eastward and west-
ward, closing in. I sald teo Capt.
Cook, ‘Close action or close up has
been hoisted, and it means to keep
inside of a thousand yards, out of their
effective torpedo range.” Capt. Cook was
standing alongside me and said, ‘Yes, we
will soon be within the crossfire of these
ships.” I said, ‘Yes,” and I then saw we
had advanced without firing. The first
gun I think was flred by Lieut. Simpson
almost directly over the forecastle of the
ship. I saw the leading ship, which ap-
parently had started with the intention
of ramming, take a turn ahead to the
westward, leaving a gap between her and
the ship followln%' which subsequently
proved to be the Viscaya. We were ad-
vancing in the direction of the Viscaya,
when she also seemed to have given up
the intention to ram and turned to the
westward, followlnﬁ the direction of the
leading ship. It then became apparent,
as we were steering on diametrically op-
osite courses, that the original plan
ad failed, and that the Spanish fleet,
in order, and apparently at distance, had
succeeded in passing the battleship line.

“A new feature of the fight became im-
mediately apparent. (‘a&)t. Cook gave the
order to port helm. I did not. should
have done it in a second. I saw the ship’s
head swinging very rapidly, and I asked
him whether his helm was hard aport,
and he replied that it was, either aport
or hard aport. I think he said hard aport.
I never saw the ship turn more rapidly
than she did at this time. Her turn was
absolutely continuous. There was no
easing of her helm. I never saw the
starboard side of the Texas at all. We
were never across her bows. I never
was at her port side, and she never ap-
proached any position that was within
600 vards of the Brooklyn. She never
entered into my head at all as a menace
or danger. We passed completely around
the circle. The lease range that was
given was 1.100 yards, and the fact of the
nearness of that ship (the second Span-
ish ship) impressed itself upon my mind
and will never be forgotten, because I
could see with the naked eye men run-
ning over the turrets to her superstructure
deck, and I ebserved the daylight between
their legs as they ran. We turned very
rapidly, and I had been for a long time
under the impression that our starboard
engine was backed, from the fact that
I was standing upon the starboard, and
in looking astern I saw an unusual
amount of churned water. It looked to
me very much as if that engine had been
backing. Though the matter was not
one of record, as I found out subsequent-
iy, I had always been under the impres-
sion. that that engine had backed. Dur-
ing the turn Mr. Hodgson very properly
made some allusion to the lookout, per-
haps for the Texas. I do not recall what
it was, but there was never any col-
loquy of any character between Mr.
Hodgson and myself. First, he was too
good an officer to have transgressed one
of the plainest duties of an officer at
such a time, and, second, if he had un-
dertaken it I would not have permitted
it for a second. That is fiction; there
was no colloquy.

“Before we turned, the leading ship
was abeam or a little abaft the beam,
and when we turned about she was ahead
of us, that is, on the starboard bow, and
all four ships and the forts were firing
at the same time, and from that moment
the following 10 or 15 minutes were the
most furious part of this entire combat.
I remember very distinctly seeing, from
time to time, as my attention was at-
tracted for a moment, the jets of water
ahead and astern and over and short.
The roar of the projectiles was one of the
things that can be heard only once in
a life time and then never forgotten.
It appeared at that moment that all
four of those ships were at work upon
the Brooklyn, and up to the moment

there was not the slightest evidence that
they had ever been injured. The thought
passed through my mind that after all
our precaution and waiting those fellows
would get away. At that moment I felt
and I thought I remarked to Capt. Cook
that we were alone and would perhaps
have most of the fight upon ourselves,
because I did not know then that the
battleships could possibly keep up their
speed. ut I said to him we must stay
with this crowd. I had no idea that we
would escape. Of course, if they could
have shot as well as our people did,
they certainly would have got us.
“When we had completely turned
around on a westerly c¢ourse the ships
appeared to have been broken up a little,
although still in some semblance of
formation, and just at that moment I
saw the Oregon breaking through this
cloud. She broke through on to the star-
board quarter of the flagship. I had
hoisted the signal of ‘close up’ and then
‘Follow the flag,’ feeling that a new dis-
position was necessary. That signal was
replied to, and I saw it repeated. CaPt.
Clarke knew very well it was not in-
tended for him, because he was following
the flag, so he repeated it to the other
ships. In a very few moments after the
Oregon broke through this cloud of smoke
she was perhaps four or five hundred
yards distant. These two ships, the
Brooklyn and the Oregon, were firing in a

manner I had never seen before. I never
before realized what rapid-gun fire
meant. Both ships were at that time

a sheet of flame. Soon after that I saw
that the leading ship was evidently bat-
tered hard. She lagged astern. saw
smoke coming out of her ports and out
of her hatches, and the fact that im-
pressed itself upon me was that the col-
umns were going straight up in the air.
I said to Capt. Cook, who was constant-
ly at my side and always in my confi-
dence, ‘We have got one. Keep the boys
below informed of all the movements.
They can not see and tHey ought to
know,” and he did so throughout the ac-
tion. Every few moments messages were
sent below to the men that were answered
oftentimes with cheers, which we could
hear through the ventilator.

“It appeared to be a very short interval
of time after that that I saw a second
ship on fire, which proved to be the
Oquendo. She evidently had suffered
severely, and started immediately in-
shore, leaving the Viscaya and the Colon.
The Viscaya immediately took a loading
position on the bow, and I thought for
a little while that she would outfooct us.
The Colon worked inshore, and the time
between the dropping out of action of
those two ships until the Viscaya turned
inshore was a period of perhaps 30 min-
utes, during which she was abreast of the
Brooklyn and the Oregon. I looked to
the eastward and got occasional glimpses
of the Indiana and the Gloucester. I
could not see very well what they were
doing, owing to the clouds of smoke,
though I knew that both were doing
admirable work. I felt that the moment
those vessels ran into the beach the com-
manding officers of the ships which could
not keep up the pace with the two lead-
ers would take care of the prisoners and
save them from the insurgents as well
as from their own fire. About 30 minutes,
as near as I can remember, was the
length of time from the turning in or
the wounding of those two first vessels
until the Viscaya went ashore.
a little forward of the beam of the Brook-
lvn, and I do not think at any time over
2,900 or 2,400 yards away. She was in
most excellent target range, and I re-
member that a marine stationed in the
top reported that he did not see any
of the shots of the two ships. the Brook-
lyn and the Oregon, hitting the water. So
I imagined from that they were striking
the ship.

“It was on the trip outward, after the
turn. 1 was very anxious about the
ranges, because I did not want the Vis-
caya and the Colon to get out of good
fighting range. Ellis, who was an_ ex-
pert with the stadimeter, constantly kept
that instrument on these vessels, and
knowing exactly their heights, rveported
to me that they were maintaining the
same range, but I thought my eye was a
little more sensitive, and I said, ‘No, they
are evidently zaining.” He went from
me the second time and that was the last
I saw of him alive. In performi this
magnificent duty he lost his life. e was
struck about ten feet from where I was
standing. His brains and blood were
thrown over a great many people and
some of it reached me.

“Lieut. °* McCauley and Dr. Dev-
alin got down, or rather they
were standing, hetween me and the tower
They picked up the body and carried it ‘o
the side. I just happened *o see them
through this opening, and calling out to
them not to throw that body overboard;
that 1 thought nne who had fallen so gal-
{sgxtly_ deserved to be buried as a Chris-
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of turning, so far as we could perceivea,/
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dgn under hh" ltmh‘:l and in a moment
afterward she pu m /aport, turn-
ing inshore, smoke coming all of ner
hatghes. .

“I thought she was :olng to capsize,
she had such a tremendous list to port.
Just then, I saw a shell strike her that
appeared to me to rake her fore and aft,
and I thought to myself she would sink
in deep water, so I told the signal officer
to signal to the Texas to look out for her
men, and to save them, but the Texas
was too far astern to rececive the mes-
sage. I made the remark at the time,
however, ‘Philip is always sensible; he
needs no instructions about such things.’
During this part of the ht I noticed
that all of the signal ards of my
ship were cut. I think possibly, with one
exception. One of the speed cones we had
hoisted was cut and came very near
striking me. After the Viscaya had turn-
ed in with eolor down, the Colon edged
Anshore and appeared to be following
the contour of the coast, and I thought
at the time, looking astern and observing
what had happened to her consorts, that
she was seeking the best place she sould
find in order to end the tter at once.
I =aild te Capt. Cook, * se firing,” and
to make the signal. I also told Capt.
Cook to let his men come out of the tur-
rets into the cooler air and get something
to eat and to hurrx up his men below.

“I sang out to the men below that we
had got all of them exce%: one, and
that thought they could depended
upon to catch that other vessel. heard
a good deal of merriment and rejolcimf.
I went back to the bridge and soon rea
ized that they were oing their best.
There was a jingle to the rails and a vi-
bration to the vessel, but I perceived that
the motions of the ships were sluggish.
I suggested to Capt. Cook that we pos-
sibly had some compartments filled. He
sent the carpenter down, and it developed
that one of the after compartments had
filled with water, which we thought was
due to the fact that we had received
some injury below the water line. The
carpenter, as well as the captain, thought
it unwise to examine the compartment
until we could get into smoother water,
where we could possibly handle it much
more readily. That course was decided

upon. The ship's speed, of course, came
up with some rapidity, and toward 12

o'clock it was apparent that we were
gaining upon the chase. I said to Capt.
Cook several times during the action,
‘Would it not be a good idea to edge in
so that we could finish those fellows
quicker? and he replied that we had
them in the most excellent target range,
and that the guns of the two ships seem-
ed to be doing most admirable work. We
were pointing at that time for Tarquino
Point, under Cape Cruz, at the point
extending to the southward. My idea was
that in steering that course, if the Colon
kept up her course she would be obliged
to come out.

“I then said I would get up a Ilot cf
extra ammunition so that when she came
out into close quarters it would be a
question of but a few minutes before we
knocked her out. As we were: going out
to head her off there were various signals
between the Oregon and myself, of a
pleasing character. Some were official, I
gave the order to Capt. Clarke to open
fire with his 13-inch guns. Capt. Clarke
has testified that he did not receive 1it,
and I always had been under the impres-
sion until I heard him say otherwise
that the order had been transmitted.
However, we continued to advance, the
Oregon and the Brooklyn. -I don't think
the Oregon was further astern than 800
yards. 1 do not believe the prolongation
of her course at any time could have
rassed within 500 yards of the Brooklyn.
We were practically and relatively at the
same distance; perhaps the Brooklyn was
a little nearer at times, and then the Ore-
gon a little nearer. We continued In this
pesition until about 12:40, when we real-
ized that we were in range of this vessel,
and we tried the 13-inch and S-inch guns
on her. Several of them fell short, but
I remember that one of the Oregon’'s 13-
inch balls passed entirely over the Ceolon
and that one of the 8-inch of the Brook-
lyn passed over her also. I saw with
my own eyes the jet of water beyvond. 1
thought at first it had gorfe through her,
but it appears that it did not strike her.

“The position of the Colon being di-
rectly under the fire of the two ships,
there was no question in the mind of the
captain of the Colon that it would be
fatal. I think that he did exactly right.
A sacrifice of life would have been un-
neccessary, so he fired the gun to lee-
ward and hauled his flag downward and
ran into the bar at the mouth of Rio
Targuino. 1 signaled at once to cease
firing, that the enemy had surrendered.
We hauled up and immediately passed
into position. We had some difficulty
in getting out a boat, the steam being
off and the cranes having been struck.
They were more or less jammed. We
steamed into a position of 1,000 yards.
I remember distinctly Capt. Cook ask-
ing if we should slow up. I said, ‘No,
continue in.” Capt. Cook changed his
course. We were all in fighting rig. We
arrived in the vicinity of e Colon,
certainly at 1:30. At the time she bhaulad
her colors down I did not think she was
over four miles from us. We were
running then in the neighborhood of 15
knots. When this surrender took place
T naturally felt interested in the vessels
that were following. I was then on the
bridge, and with glasses I saw three ves-
sels astern. I could see the masts of two.
I could only see the smoke of the third
cne. We lowered the boat ana Capt.
Cook went aboard. He said to me, ‘Com-
'xinoq,ore, what are the terms of surren-

er?

*“I said to him, ‘Unconditional. These are
matters that the commander-in-chief
must arrange. We can only receive an
unconditional surrender,’

“At 2:30 o'clock the New York (Com-
modore Sampson’s flag ship) came up.
I had made signals to her. T think she
was quite half an hour in answering one
of them. When she came up I made the
signal to her that it was a glorious day
for our country, and as seon as I could
I went on board to pay my respects. In
the meantime Capt. Cook, who had been
detained some little time, started off to
make his report and went on board the
flagship. When he returned, I took the
boat and went on board myself. There
I reported substantially what had ce-
curred, the incidents and events of the
battle, in a hurried way.

“Chaplain Royce, of the New York,
came up and said, ‘Commodore, your
work is not over yet. The Resolute has
just arrived. Capt. Eaton reports that
there is a Spanish battleship on the
coast, and the admiral wants to see you.’
I went over and there found Capt. Clarke
in the presence of ithe commander-in-
chief. I made some suggestion to him
about hoisting the flag on the Colon, and
said I was prepared, if he had not come
up, to have sent a force of 50 of 60 men
on board to take possession, to avoid
anything like—my impression is that
I used the words ‘monkeying with her.’
I said that becanse they were throwing
something overboard, which after-
proved proved to be breech blocks,
and I thought that there must
be some possibility of injuring her
piping below, wounding her and so on.

“As soon as he mentioned to» me to take
the Oregon and go eastward and meet
this ship, which had been seen by the
Resolute. I must say I felt some little
delight because I thought that after the
admirable work of the squadron on that
day and the part that the Brooklyn and
Orogon had in it there was nothing that
carried Spanish colors that we should
have hesitated to meet.

“The admiral told of the pursuit of the
strange vessel, how he had met the Vixen
and been infarmed it was the battleship
Pelayo, and how when it was ultimately
run down, it proved to be the Austrian
cruiser Maria Teresa, which was bound
for Santiago to carry away neutral sub-
jects if the city was attacked by the
American forces. Returning from thiz
chase Adm. Schley told of passing tha
Towa, when he was hailed by Capt. Evans,
who informed him that Adm. Cervera
was on board and would like very much
to see him. Adm. Schley =aid that he
then went on board the Iowa, having,
in the meantime, directed his men not to
cheer, as he did not think it would be
proper to exult over a foe who had fought
and behaved so gallantly.

“I found the Spanish admiral greatly
dejected. I sald to him I knew he had
lost everything, clothing as well as

money, and informed him that my ward-
robe, as well ag my purse, as far as that
would go, was at his service.

“Adm. Cervera, the witness said, thank-
ed him for his courtesy, saying he had
never met a sailor who was not a gen-
tleman, but declined the proffer, only ask-
ing to be allowed to send & dispatch to
his government announcing the fate of
his sguadron. 1 told, him there would

be ne objection to vhatever. i
“‘And that,’ the mb'-ﬁa?fm"
his narrative, impressively, ‘cnded the
bﬁ'.h‘u‘d; ! o
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‘proved their innocence.

A Woman Accomplished a Feat
Never Before Attempted.

Wirs. Taylor's Trip Covered a Milo

Ride Through the Canadian Rap-~
ids Before She Reached the
Brink of the Precipice.

NER NUGIRA FALLS.

Niagara Falls, N. Y., Oct. 25.—Mrs.
Annie Edson Taylor, 50 years old,
~vent over Niagara falls on the Ca-
aadian side Thursday afternoon and:
survived, a feat never before accom-
slished, and never attempted, except
n the deliberate commission of sui-
ride. She made the trip in a barrel.
Not only did she survive, but escaped
without a broken bone, her only ap-
parent injury being a scalp wound
»ne and one-half inches long, a slight
:oncussion of the brain, some shock
to her mnervous system and bruises
ibout the body. She was conscious
when taken out of the barrel. The
loctors in attendance upon her Thurs-
iay night said that though she was
somewhat hysterical, her condition
s not at all serious, and that she
srobably will be out of bed within
3 few days.

Mrs. Taylor’s trip covered a mile
ride through the Canadian rapids be-
fore she reached the brink of the
precipice. Her barrel, staunch as a
barrel could be made, was twirled
and buffetted through those delirious
waters, but escaped serions contact
with rocks. As it passed through th=
smoother, swifter waters that rush-
ed over the abyss, it rode in an ai-
most perpendieular position, with its
upper half out of the water.

As it passed over the brink it rode
at an angle of about 45 degrees on
the outer surface of the deluge ard
descended gracefully to the white
foaming waters, 158 feet below the
brink.

Dre to her calculations, the anvil
fastened to the bottom of the barrel
kept it foot downward, and so it
landed. Had it turned over and land-
ed on its head, Mrs. Taylor's head
must have been crushed in and her
neclk broken.

The barrel in which Mrs. Taylor
made the journey is 41, feet high and
about 3 feet in diameter. A leath-
er harness and cushions inside pro-
tected her body. Air was secured
through a rubber tube connected
with a small opening near the top
of the barrel.

Mrs. Taylor is a school teacher and
recently came here from Bay City,
Mich.

SIX INCH PLATE TESTED.

Three Shots Were Fired and the
Deepest Penetration Was 2 3-4
Inches—Very Satisfactory.

Washington, Oct. 25.—A siz-inch
plate from the Pethlehem works, rep-
resenting Group No. 1 of the armor
for the new battleship Ohio, was test-
ed at the Indian Head proving
grounds Thursday under the auspices
of the navy bureau of ordnance.
Three shots were fired, two at a ve-
locity of 1,903 feet per second, the
other at a velocity of 1,893 feet per
second. The deepest penetration was
234 inches. The test was most satis-
factory. As a result 400 tons of
Kruppized armor will be accepted by
the government.

KING OF TROTTERS.

Crescens Broke the World’'s Mile
Record for a Half Mile Track
at Kansas City.

Kansas City, Oct. 25.—Cresceus
king of trotters, broke the world’s
mile record for a half-mile traek
Thursday afternoon at the Kansas
City Driving club’s park, going the
distance in 2:0914, and clipping just
one-quarter of a second off the best
previous record made by him at Te-
ledo two weeks aco. He made the
ne wrecord in the very first trial. The
time by quarters: 323, 1:0414, 1:361;,
2:09%.

OVER AN EMBANKMENT.

Cars Splintered in Small Pieces and
Three Persons Probably Fatally
Iinjured, Others Hurt.

Ottumwa, Ta., Oet. 25.—Chicago,
Burlington & Quiney Pussenger I'rain
No. 1 was wrecked two miles sast of
Fxtine Thursday. The entire train,
consisting of a coach and mail and
combination cars, with the engine,
was thrown over a 40-foot embank-

ment. The cars were all splintered in .

small pieces. There were nearly 30
passengers in the coach. Three were
probably fatzlly injured and five
others badly h 1rt.

Negro Burned at the Stake.
Columbia, Miss., Oct. 25—A Negro
named Bill Morris, who assaulted Murs.
John Ball at Balltown, La., was
burned at the stake Thursday. After
being captured he made an effort te
implicate others, but they scon

Big Election Bet,

New York, Oct. 25.—Frank Farrell,
the well-kown horseman, wagered
25,000 against $20,000 on the election
of Shepard to the mayoralty.
Low end of the wager was taken by
a prominent bookemaker named Geo.

Peculiar Accident,

P

iar aceident occurred duvwing
4 m v hm ‘;
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The
Wheclock. "

 Clarksville, Tenn., Oct. 235.—A peculs

L 4
A
A




